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Purpose and intent of Resident ia l dwell ing and 

build ing standards provide protect ion for c it izens 

and neighborhoods by ensuring sub-standard l iv ing 

condit ions are reduced.  

 

In 1993 the City of Lynchburg City Counci l  f irst   

adopted the minimum build ing maintenance and 

res ident ia l rental dwell ing standards for propert ies 

within the c ity l imits in order to produce thr iv ing,   

attract ive, safe neighborhoods and enhance c it izen’s 

qual ity of l i fe.  

 

The City ’s  Rental Inspect ion Program began its  

enforcement process in 2005 based on the  

designated rental inspect ion distr icts (see distr ict  

l is t  and map).   

 

Once a rental unit  has received a 1 year or 4 year 

rental cert i f icate of compliance, the responsible 

part ies -  owner/ landlord/occupant/tenant/ 

managing/registered agents shal l  be required to 

insure the maintenance of the unit.  Anyone of the 

responsible part ies may report or make a complaint 

that the maintenance is  being negat ive ly a ltered, 

and an inspector can revis it  the unit  and require 

abatement or face court act ion.   

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

PURPOSE 
AND 

INTENT 
OF THE 

RESIDENTIAL 
RENTAL                                     

INSPECTION 
PROGRAM  

 
 

 
 
 



Resident ia l rental dwell ing units can often be 

prone to  unsafe condit ions, which can lead to 

dwell ing units being c lass if ied as unf it  for human 

habitat ion, overcrowding, and structural 

deter iorat ion from overal l  neglect.   

 

The Resident ia l Rental Inspect ion Program was 

adopted: 

 To Prevent: Property deter iorat ion, unsafe 

l iv ing condit ions, neighborhood decl ine and 

neighborhood bl ight.  

 

 To Promote:   Safe, decent, habitable and  

sanitary res ident ia l rental dwell ing units for 

c it izens.  

 To Improve: Neighborhoods real estate values, 

and neighborhood appearance.  

 

RESIDENTIAL 
RENTAL                                     

INSPECTION 
PROGRAM  
ADOPTED 
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SPECIFIED 
CITY 

DISTRICTS 
REQUIRED 

TO  
 REGISTER 

RENTAL 
PROPERTY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGISTER  
SCHEDULE 
A RENTAL 

PROPERTY  
 

  

  
 

 

Based on Code of Virginia §36-105.1:1. The rental 

inspect ions distr icts are out l ined based on the 

res ident ia l areas which have a s ignif icant amount of 

older housing stock built  in the late 1800’s and early 

1900’s, receive CDBG/HOME funds and or areas with 

congested density of dwell ing structures.  

 

Rentals are added to the Rental Inspect ion Program 

upon observed discovery, complaints, new 

ownership, Legal Aid, and or c ity data.  

   

Noteworthy: Resident ia l dwell ing units outs ide the 

designated inspect ion distr ict  are subject  to the 

ordinance based on separate f indings.  

 

 

 

REGISTER  rental property onl ine at 

https://seam.ly/yIsg8Kxx  

 

SCHEDULE  a rental inspect ion  

https://RentalInspect ion.as.me/  

 

 

 

 

I t  is  the responsibi l i ty of the owner to not ify hired 

rental management agencies and or occupant of the 

scheduled inspect ion date and t ime.  

 

 

 

OWNER TO 
NOTIFY  

PARTIES 

OF  

INSPECTION 

https://seam.ly/yIsg8Kxx
https://rentalinspection.as.me/


The res ident i a l  renta l  i nspect i on  d i s t r i c ts  cons i s t  o f:  

Dan ie l s  H i l l  Census Tract  #4 

R ivermont  Census Tract  #4 

Down Town Census Tract  #5 

Col l ege Hi l l  Census Tract  #6 

Dear ington Census Tract  #6 

Gar land Hi l l  Census Tract  #6 

T inbr idge Hi l l  Census Tract  #6 

Mi l ler  Park Census Tract  #7 

Diamond Hi l l  Census Tract  #11 

Whi te Rock Hi l l  Census Tract  #19 ( formal l y  12&13) 

Fa i rv i ew Heights  Census Tract  #19 ( formal l y  12&13) 

Seminary Hi l l  Census Tract  #19 ( formal l y  12&13) 

Tyreeanna Census Tract  #19 ( formal l y  12&13) 

 

  

  

RENTAL 
DISTRICT 

 

 
 

“Good to Go” Rental Registrat ion and or 1 and 4 
Year Cert i f icat ions are l isted onl ine at  
www.lynchburgva.gov 
 Click the “SERVICES” tab> My City Services –GIS 

Applicat ion l ink  > type in an address > 
 Locate Parcel box at bottom of page > c l ick l ink 

View property detai ls  in Parcel  Viewer   
 go to Planning Data at bottom/middle > View 

Parcel  in e-TRAKiT   
 Type in address again> Review Sub–Cases) l ink 

(Rentals are REN – Housing cases are HOU)  
 Cl ick on l ink REN or HOU each case has a 

di f ferent number (c l ick Vio lat ions tab on top to 
view other/current/previous vio lat ions)  

 Under a REN case RENTAL INSPECTION C.O.C. 1 
Year or C.O.C 4 Year wi l l  be l isted (some C.O.C 
‘ s  cases are expired and wi l l  be scheduled for 
inspect ion in the near future).  

ONLINE VIEW 
OF PARCEL  

 
RENTAL 

CERTIFICATION 
  

HOUSING/ 
RENTAL 

VIOLATIONS 
ACTIVITY 
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A  cer t i f i ca te  o f  compl iance is  a  wr i t ten  document  

issued by the  inspec t ions d iv is ion  conf i rming 

that  a  res ident ia l  renta l  dwe l l ing  un i t  has  been 

inspec ted.   

 

A  cer t i f i ca te  o f  compl iance w i l l  be  issued a f te r  a  

res ident ia l  renta l  dwe l l ing  un i t  has  been 

inspec ted by the  inspec t ions d iv is ion  and has  no  

v io la t ions  outs tand ing.  Once  a  cer t i f i ca te  o f  

compl iance  has  been issued the  res ident ia l  

renta l  un i t  may be  rented.  

 

City  Code Sec.  11-170.  Violat ions .  

(a)  I t  sha l l  be  unlawful  fo r  any owner  o r   

manag ing agent  to  fa i l  to  comply  w i th  the  

requ irements  conta ined in  th is  ar t ic le  and to  fa i l  

to  comply  w i th  the  prov is ions  o f  the  Un i fo rm 

Statewide Bu i ld ing  Code.   

  

 

 

Fai lure to comply or abate vio lat ions c ited under 

Virginia Uniform Statewide Bui ld ing Code 

Resident ia l Rental Inspect ion Program in a 

reasonable t ime may receive court act ion 

result ing in a misdemeanor charge and or f ines. 

 

Tenant  complaints or vis ib le vio lat ions can result  

in the c itat ion of new vio lat ions and or revocat ion 

of an exist ing rental cert i f icate of compliance. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

RESIDENTIAL 
RENTAL                                     

CERTIFICATE 
OF 

COMPLIANCE 
 
  



 

There is  a  charge  o f  $50.00 fo r  the  in i t ia l    

renta l  inspec t ion  check payab le  to  the  C i ty  o f    

Lynchburg  or  pay a t  B i l l ings  and Co l lect ions  w i th  

cash or  c red i t  card  (on l ine  pay not  ye t  

ava i lab le ) .   

F i rs t  fo l low-up/re- inspec t ion    $0.00 

Add i t iona l  Fees App l ied  

Second/other  fo l low-up  $50.00 

No Show inspec t ion   $50.00 

Pre  Court  Inspec t ion   $50.00 

Court     $50.00 

 

Rental fees must be paid no later than 30 days 

after the in it ia l inspect ion. Payment after 30 days 

wil l  result  in a one year cert i f icate of compliance  

being issued.   

 

 

 

4-YEAR RENTAL CERTIFICATE 

I f  no  v io la t ions  are  c i ted  o r  minor  v io la t ions  are  

abated w i th in  a  reasonab le  t ime f rom date  o f  

ma i led  not ice ,  a  four  (4)-year renta l  ce r t i f i ca te  

o f  compl iance  is  i s sued ($50.00=  $1.04 per  

month) .   

1-YEAR RENTAL CERTIFICATE                                                                             

I f  more  than minor  v io la t ions  are  c i ted  dur ing  

the  renta l  inspec t ion process;  v io la t ions  are  not  

abated w i th in  a  reasonab le  per iod  o f  t ime,  and 

or  poor  repa i r  work  is  per fo rmed a  one  (1)-year 

cer t i f i ca te  o f  compl iance is  i s sued ($50.00=  

$4.17 per  month) .   

 

 

 

  

RESIDENTIAL 
RENTAL                                     

INSPECTION 
FEES 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

RESIDENTIAL 
RENTAL                                     

CERTIFICATE 
OF 

COMPLIANCE 
1 AND 4 YEAR   
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 RENTAL 
INSPECTION 

NOTICE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

EXEMPTIONS     
 

Based on data f rom the c i ty assessors of f ice, a  

Per iod ic  Annual  Res ident ia l  Rental  Inspect ion 

Not ice ind icat ing date and t ime of  the scheduled 

inspect ion and any fees assoc iated with the 

inspect ion, wi l l  be mai led or  emai led to the owner of  

record.  Owner(s) of  mult ip le dwel l ings are not  exempt 

from inspect ions.  A l l  rentals should be “Good to Go” 

at  t ime of  occupancy.   

 

 

Units  annual ly  exempt from the rental  program are 

units/dwel l ings with an act ive Sect ion 8 voucher,   

occupied and inhabi ted by a VA court  recorded owner 

of  record.  Non-owner occupied un i ts ( inc luding fami ly 

members) and rent-to-own type contracts  un i ts ,  are 

cons idered as a rental;  not  un less,  the res id ing 

purchaser or  fami ly member,  is  recorded as a co-

owner documented with the c i ty assessors of f ice.   

 

P lease be advised: The owner of  record must  provide 

the c i ty assessors of f ice with the proper 

documentat ion to make the required change. Once the 

change has been documented i t  is  the owners 

respons ibi l i ty  to contact the Renta l Program 

Administrator  of  the change.                                                                      

C i ty Assessors Off ice: 434-455-3830.  

 

 

Ver i f icat ions are subject to an annual rev iew and must  

be resubmitted each year  to remain exempt from the 

Res ident ia l  Renta l Inspect ion Program.  

 

Rental  un i ts  with in Lynchburg Ci ty 's  des ignated rental  

inspect ion d istr ic ts  which are not  reg istered with the 

c i ty,  are not  e l ig ib le for  a non-exempt rental  

cert i f i cate of  compl iance.  

  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 VERIFICATION  
RENEWED  

ANNUALLY  



To min imize v io lat ions,  rev iew the inspect i on check 

l i s t  PRIOR to your i nspect i on  date and make any 

repa i rs .   I t  i s  the owner ’s  respons ib i l i ty  to correct  any 

known or observed property maintenance v io l at i ons 

pr i or  to rent ing to occupants.  The cost  of  property 

neg lect  and or  deferred maintenance may resu l t  i n  

h igher repa i r  cost  to the owner.  

 

Genera l  Respons ib i l i ty:  The owner of  the premises 

sha l l  mainta in  the st ructures and exter i or  property.  A 

person sha l l  not  occupy as owner -occupant  or  permi t  

another person to occupy premises wh i ch  are not  i n  a  

san i tary and safe cond i t i on  and wh i ch  do not  comply 

wi th  the requ i rements of  the code.  Occupants of  a  

dwel l i ng un i t ,  or  rooming un i t  are respons ib l e for  

keep ing that  part  of  the premises wh i ch  they occupy 

c l ean,  san i tary and in  safe cond i t i on.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Dwel l i ngs wh i ch  become vacant  i n  at tempt  to avoid  

the renta l  i nspect i ons program wi l l  be referred to the 

C i ty  Vacant  Property Program wi th  a  potent i a l  l i en  fee 

of  $100.  per year.   

  

St ructures are Unf i t  for  Human Occupancy when they 

are i n  s ign i f i cant  d i srepa i r ,  s t ructura l l y  unsound,  

unsan i tary,  vermin/pest  i n fested,  l ack vent i l a t i on,  or  

do not  have work ing ut i l i t i es .   

.  

 

St ructures are cons idered an Un lawfu l  St ructure i f :  

they were erected or  a l tered i l l ega l ly (wi thout  t rades 

permi ts  or  i nspect i ons)  or  are overcrowded wi th  more 

occupants than permi t ted by l aw.   

 

 

VACANT 
PROPERTY 

AND UNFIT 
STRUCTURES  

Tenant Complaints can be made by: 

• Call ing the Rental Hot l ine at 856-City  

• Complet ing a 14 Day Repair Request  Complaint 

Form at http://www.lynchburgva.gov/tenant-

complaints 

 

Any owner or any other person, f irm or 

corporat ion, or agent who shal l  retal iate against a 

tenant by increasing rent or decreasing services 

or by terminat ing a rental agreement because the 

tenant reported a vio lat ion of the provis ions of 

th is chapter to the bui ld ing maintenance off ic ia l or 

because the tenant cooperated with the bui ld ing 

maintenance off ic ia l in an invest igat ion shal l  be 

gui lty of a vio lat ion of th is chapter and shal l  be 

punished as provided in sect ion 11-9 of th is 

chapter. Sec. 11-6. -  Retal iat ion against tenants 

prohibited. 

 

 

Dwell ings which become vacant in attempt to 

avoid the rental inspect ions program wil l  be 

referred to the City Vacant Property Program with 

a potent ia l l ien fee of $100. per year.  

Structures are Unf it  for Human Occupancy when 

they are in s ignif icant disrepair,  structural ly 

unsound, unsanitary, vermin/pest infested, lack 

vent i lat ion, or do not have working ut i l i t ies.  

Structures are considered an Unlawful Structure 

i f:  they were erected or a ltered i l legal ly (without 

trades permits or inspect ions) or are overcrowded 

with more occupants than permitted by law.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 TENANT 
COMPLAINT  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RETALIATION 

AGAINST 
TENANTS 

PROHIBITED 
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PHRASES  

AND 

 COMMENTS 
WHICH  

DOES NOT 
EXCUSE 

OCCUPANTS  
FROM  

MINIMUM   

RENTAL 
HABITATION 

REQUIREMENTS  

Once a rental unit  has received a 1 year or 4 year 

rental cert i f icate of compliance, the responsible 

part ies -  owner/ landlord/occupant/tenant/ 

managing/registered agents shal l  be required to 

insure the maintenance of the unit.  Any one of the 

responsible part ies may report or make a 

complaint that the maintenance is  being 

negat ive ly a ltered, and an inspector can revis it  

the unit  and require abatement or face court 

act ion.   

 

Occupants of a dwell ing unit,  or rooming unit  are 

responsible for keeping that part of the premises 

which they occupy c lean, sanitary and in safe 

condit ion. 

 

 

 

“It  was l ike this when I  rented it ,  so the owner 

should c lean/f ix it”  (I f  you take the rental in an 

unsanitary state the tenant is  responsible for the 

current inspect ion sanitat ion standards) 

“The owner is  a s lumlord and knew it  was l ike 

this, and rented this dump to me” (to avoid c iv i l  

issues, do not rent property that is  not up to par)  

“I  pay rent; changing l ight bulbs, smoke detector 

batter ies, vent i lat ion to prevent mold, removing 

dead insects/rodents is  up to the owner to do” 

(rentals are not hote ls, general maintenance and 

sanitat ion is  the occupants responsibi l i ty and 

should be out l ined in rent agreement ta lk to your 

landlord/owner/management agency if  you need 

help) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

OCCUPANT 
RESPONSIBILITY  

 

  



To minimize vio lat ions, review the inspect ion check l ist  

PRIOR  to your inspect ion date and make any repairs.  

It  is  the owner’s responsibi l i ty to correct any known or 

observed property maintenance vio lat ions during an 

onsite inspect ion and or pr ior to rent ing to occupants. 

The cost of property neglect and or deferred 

maintenance may result  in higher repair cost to the 

owner.  

 

General Responsibi l i ty: The owner of the premises 

shal l  maintain the inter ior and exter ior of the rental 

structure. A person shal l  not occupy as owner -

occupant or permit another person to occupy premises 

which are not in a sanitary and safe condit ion and 

which do not comply with the requirements of the 

state/c ity code. Occupants  of a dwell ing unit  are 

responsible for keeping that part of the premises 

which they occupy c lean, sanitary, free from damage 

and in safe condit ion.  

 

 

 

Fai lure to comply or abate vio lat ions c ited or observed 

under Virginia Uniform Statewide Bui lding Code 

Resident ia l Rental Inspect ion Program in a reasonable 

t ime may receive court act ion result ing in a 

misdemeanor charge and or f ines. Note: Verbal and 

observed vio lat ions are act ive on the date of onsite 

inspect ion. Do not wait  for a Not ice of Vio lat ion letter 

to begin making repairs.  

 

Tenant  complaints or vis ib le vio lat ions can result  in 

the c itat ion of new vio lat ions and or revocat ion of an 

exist ing rental cert i f icate of compliance.  

 

 

 
RENTAL 
INSPECTION 
RESPONSIBILITY  

10 



 INSPECTION  
CHECKLIST 

   EXTERIOR  

  

 

   INTERIOR  

  

 



EXTERIOR 
  
 

 The bui ld ing exter ior shal l  be  in good repair,  
structural ly sound, and sanitary, inc luding 
fasc ia/soff its, columns, porches, rai ls ,  decks. Al l  
wood /metal surfaces shal l  be free from, holes,  
deter iorat ion, rot, peel ing paint or miss ing    
components.  
 

 Grading and drainage - No erosion or standing 
water in the yard or dr iveway.  
 

 €Gutters and downspouts are in good condit ion 
and  water from downspouts discharges away 
from the structure.  
 

 Sidewalks and dr iveways  are in proper repair 
and free of hazardous condit ions.  
 

 Exter ior wal ls  are weatherproof and coated with 
a protect ive treatment (paint, stain, intact 
s iding), with no peel ing or chipped paint, and 
metal surfaces are not rusted. Jo ints in bui ld ing 
mater ia l,  inc luding mortar jo ints, are 
watert ight. Exter ior wal ls  are free of holes, 
breaks, and loose or rott ing mater ia l.   
 
 
 
 

 House numbers  are legible from the street, with 
a minimum 4- inch letter height and ½-inch 
stroke width.  
 

 Foundation wal ls  are plumb and free from cracks 
and breaks, without holes to al low entry of 
rodents or water.  
 

 Exterior  stairs, decks, porches, and balconies 
are structural ly sound, properly anchored, free 
from tr ipping hazards, and able to support the 
required load.  
 

 Handrai ls  and guardrai ls  ( inter ior and exter ior) 
are required  with steps that have more than 4 
r isers/steps. Guardrai ls  are required when the 
distance from standing surfaces/porches/decks 
or landings are more than 30 inches from 
ground level (No more than a 4” spacing 
between rai ls/balusters).  
 

 Electr ical Service Entrance Cable sheathing 
should be intact with no exposed wires or 
hazards.  
 

 

EXTERIOR 
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 Windows, door frames, and skyl ights are in good 
repair and weather t ight. Windows may not have 
broken glass. 
 

 Security -  Doors, windows, and hatchways are 
secure and lockable.  
 

 Exter ior doors are in good sound condit ion; 
provide proper and safe egress/exits. No double 
keyed deadbolt  locks (turn knob latch for inter ior 
egress).  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Uti l i t ies should be act ive to perform inspect ion of 

e lectr ical,  heat ing and plumbing systems. 
 
 The inter ior of bui ld ing shal l  be in good repair,  

structural ly sound, and sanitary. Inter ior 
structural members are sound and can support 
the required loads.   

 
 Inter ior surfaces walls/ce i l ings/f loors are to be 

safe, c lean and sanitary, with no peel ing or 
chipping paint, cracked plaster, or decayed wood. 
Inter ior stairs and walking surfaces are in sound 
condit ion; handrai ls  and guardrai ls  are in good 
repair,  wel l- fastened, and support the load. 

 
 Inter ior doors f it  reasonably well,  is  properly 

secured, opens freely, latches in frame, knobs 
and hardware are properly instal led.   

 
 Emergency egress/exits pathways shal l  be free 

from obstac les or tr ipping hazards (e lectr ical 
cords, etc.) . Doors and windows shal l  be operable 
without specia l tools, keys, double keyed dead 
bolt,  hasps, or specia l knowledge. 
 

 Working smoke alarms/detectors are to be 
instal led: ins ide the room of every 
bedroom/sleeping area, hal l  outs ide bedrooms, 
inc luding basements.  
 

 Clothes dryer vent exhausts to exter ior, not to 
basements, crawlspaces etc. No excess ive l int 
bui ldup on f loors, wal ls ,  ce i l ings or around dryer.  

 
  

   INTERIOR  

  

 

EXTERIOR 
  
 

   INTERIOR  

  

 



 
 Infestat ions al l  inter ior areas shal l  be free of 

infestat ions from insects, nuisance pests and  
rodents .  Reduce/el iminate reproduct ion 
opportunity.  
 

  Rubbish and garbage are disposed of in a 
container with no accumulat ion 
(c lothes/trash/excessive c lutter) outs ide.  
 

 Venti lat ion -Windows are in good condit ion, 
properly opens and able to stay in place and 
have screens. Bathroom with no window must 
provide a mechanical exhaust fan properly 
vented to exter ior. Excessive inter ior moisture 
condensat ion must be e l iminated.  
 

 Light -  Habitable rooms have natural l ight 
(windows) equal to 8 percent of the f loor area.  

 
 Plumbing al l  k itchen s inks, bathtubs/showers, 

laundry, shal l  be suppl ied with tempered 
hot/cold running water free of plumbing 
hazards.  
 
 

 
 
  P lumbing F ixtures-  s inks, to i lets, tubs, 

vanit ies, etc. are properly suppl ied, secured and 
connected to wall/ f loor, in working order 
without deter iorat ion, loose caulk, leaks, no 
holes under s ink, loose to i let,  and have 
adequate c learances.  
 

 Electr ical  60-amp  service minimum with two 
Receptacles per habitable space. GFCI -protected 
receptacle are required in each bathroom, 
kitchen near water source, and any area where 
water is  a potent ia l e lectr ical hazard.     

 
 All Repairs and instal lat ion of mater ia ls/ items 

are required per code (electr ical,  bui ld ing, 
mechanical,  plumbing etc.)  in a workmanlike 
manner. Owners serving as contractor are          
responsible to perform repair work as 
profess ional craftsmen.  

 
The enclosed checkl ist  does not provide every 
possible appl icable codes required to meet the 
USBC/Property Maintenance minimal habitable 
standard.  See Codes/Laws sect ion for addit ional  
information.   
 

   INTERIOR  

  

 

   INTERIOR  
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BY  LAW OWNERS  ARE  

REQUIRED  TO  

MAINTAIN  

RENTAL  DWELLING  

STANDARDS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 OR  BE  SUBJECT  TO  

COURT  ACTION,  

CRIMINAL  CHARGES  

AND OR  FINES .   



BUILDING 
CODE 

VIOLATIONS 
ARE  

CRIMINAL 
COURT  

 CHARGES 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PHRASES  
AND 

COMMENTS 
WHICH  

DOES NOT 
EXCUSE 

OWNERS 
FROM 

MINIMUM   
RENTAL 

HABITATION 

REQUIREMENTS   
 
 
  

 
 

Rental property business owners/ landlords by Law  

are required to maintain rental bui ld ing standards 

or be subject to court act ion, misdemeanor 

cr iminal charges and or f ines.  

  

Rental property business owners/ landlords  and 

occupants/tenants are required to properly  

maintain the exter ior and inter ior of each rental 

dwell ing unit  based on minimum habitable l iv ing 

standards. The provis ions of the USBC prescr ibe 

compliance of bui ld ing maintenance and repair 

regulat ions of exist ing structures and equipment.   

 

 

 

 

“Look at  the property next  door  compared to mine” 

“I 'm help ing people f rom being homeless” 

 “The property looks better than i t  d id when I   

  bought i t ”  

“I  a l ready put  a lot  of  money into f ix ing the p lace” 

“I  pay my c i ty taxes,  that should be enough” 

“The tenants have not  pa id rent,  so I 'm not   

 f ix ing anything” 

“The c i ty is  “n i t  p ick ing” me to death” 

“The property was l ike th is  when I  bought i t ” 

“The c i ty is  cost ing me money” 

“The tenants are going to tear  i t  up anyway” 

“Al l  the money I  have put  into the c i ty,  I  should   

 not  have to do any more” 

“How people l ive is  no one’s  bus iness”  

“I f  the tenants don’ t  compla in why should I  f ix   

 the p lace?” 

“It ’s  the hood/ghetto,  what do you expect?” 

“  I  have never heard of  the program” 

 

16 



 

Histor ical Distr icts may have specif ic   

requirements for exter ior repairs/ instal lat ion. 

Check with Review Board for requirements   

434-455-3900. 

 

*Zoning Requirements for Rentals –Three (3) 

unrelated occupants in a dwell ing unit,  change of 

use laws, etc. cal l  434-455-3915 or vis it  

https:// l ibrary.municode.com/va/lynchburg/codes/co

de_of_ordinances?nodeId=CH35.2ZOOR_ARTIVBAZO

DI 

 

Bui ld ing Permits -  Electr ical,  bui ld ing, plumbing 

and demolit ion cal l  434-455-3910 

 

Planning and Zoning cal l  434-455-3900 

 

  

 

SEE RENTAL CODE COMPLIANCE LAW  

REQUIREMENTS AS FOLLOWS:  

 

 

LYNCHBURG C I TY  WEBS ITE  FOR  C I TY  CODE    

    

City Website Cl ick on the Services Tab> Scrol l  to 

City Code> cl ick l ink Or type below l ink in URL bar 

(Muni Code).   

http://www.lynchburgva.gov/chapter -11-bui ld ings  

 

City Code Chapter 11 (Bui lding) > Art ic le III .       

Resident ia l Rental Dwell ing Units Inspect ions    

 

 

 C O D E S  
  

LAWS 

https://library.municode.com/va/lynchburg/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CH35.2ZOOR_ARTIVBAZODI
https://library.municode.com/va/lynchburg/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CH35.2ZOOR_ARTIVBAZODI
https://library.municode.com/va/lynchburg/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CH35.2ZOOR_ARTIVBAZODI
http://www.lynchburgva.gov/chapter-11-buildings
http://www.lynchburgva.gov/chapter-11-buildings
http://www.lynchburgva.gov/chapter-11-buildings
http://www.lynchburgva.gov/chapter-11-buildings
http://www.lynchburgva.gov/chapter-11-buildings


 

LYNCHBURG CITY CODE SECTIONS AS        
FOLLOWS ARE APPLICABLE BY LAW 
SECTIONS: CITY CODE CHAPTER 11  
 

11-161 (Purpose and Intent);     

11-162(f) (Def init ions: Minimum habitable 

standards );   

11-163 (Designat ion of rental inspect ion 

distr icts);   

11-165 (Notif icat ion by owners of dwell ing unit  to  

local ity);  

11-166 (Inspect ions of res ident ia l rental dwell ing 

units);  

 

 

 

 

11-167 (Inspect ion fees);   

11-168 (Entry);  

11-170 (Vio lat ions);  

  City Code Sec. 11-170. Violations .  

  (a) It  shal l  be unlawful  for any owner 

 or  managing agent to fai l  to comply 

 with the requirements contained 

 in this art ic le and to fai l  to comply with 

 the provis ions of the Uniform Statewide 

 Bui ld ing Code 

11-171 (Enforcement).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

C O D E S  
 LAWS 
  CONT. 
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Code of Virginia §36-105.1:1.(Rental 
Inspect ions)  
 
Rental Checklist and Program Info  

www.lynchburgva.gov/rental-program 

 

Housing Property Maintenance Checklist  
www.lynchburgva.gov/property -maintenance 

 

2012 Virginia Maintenance Code  
https://codes. iccsafe.org/publ ic/col lect ions/Virginia  
 
Virginia Residential  Landlord & Tenant Act  
www.dhcd.v i rginia.gov/images/Housing/2017%20lan
dlord-tenanthandbook.pdf  
 

Code of Virginia 
https:// law.l is .virginia.gov/vacode/t it le55/  
Chapter 13     Landlord and Tenant  
Chapter 13.2  Virginia Resident ia l Landlord and    
                   Tenant Act  
Chapter 27     Virginia Resident ial Property  
                   Disc losure Act (Bui ld ing/Zoning)  
 
 
Vacant Property 
http://www.lynchburgva.gov/vacant -bui ld ing-
registrat ion-program 
 
Unsafe and Unfit Property  
13VAC5-63-490. Sect ion 105 Unsafe Structures or 
Structures Unf it  for Human Occupancy  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rental property business owners/ landlords are 
required to properly maintain the exter ior and 
inter ior of each rental dwell ing unit  based on 
minimum habitable l iv ing standards.  
 
The provis ions of the USBC prescr ibe compliance 
of bui ld ing maintenance and repair regulat ions of 
exist ing structures and equipment.    

 
 
 
 

C O D E S  
 LAWS 
  CONT. 

http://www.lynchburgva.gov/rental-program
http://www.lynchburgva.gov/rental-program
http://www.lynchburgva.gov/rental-program
http://www.lynchburgva.gov/property-maintenance
http://www.lynchburgva.gov/property-maintenance
http://www.lynchburgva.gov/property-maintenance
https://codes.iccsafe.org/public/collections/Virginia
http://www.dhcd.virginia.gov/images/Housing/2017 landlord-tenanthandbook.pdf
http://www.dhcd.virginia.gov/images/Housing/2017 landlord-tenanthandbook.pdf
http://www.dhcd.virginia.gov/images/Housing/2017 landlord-tenanthandbook.pdf
http://www.dhcd.virginia.gov/images/Housing/2017 landlord-tenanthandbook.pdf
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title55/
http://www.lynchburgva.gov/vacant-building-registration-program
http://www.lynchburgva.gov/vacant-building-registration-program
http://www.lynchburgva.gov/vacant-building-registration-program
http://www.lynchburgva.gov/vacant-building-registration-program
http://www.lynchburgva.gov/vacant-building-registration-program
http://www.lynchburgva.gov/vacant-building-registration-program
http://www.lynchburgva.gov/vacant-building-registration-program
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title13/agency5/chapter63/section490/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title13/agency5/chapter63/section490/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title13/agency5/chapter63/section490/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title13/agency5/chapter63/section490/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title13/agency5/chapter63/section490/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title13/agency5/chapter63/section490/


COMPLAINT 
BASED 

INSPECTIONS: 
 
 
 

CODE 
COMPLIANCE,  

PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

AND  
HOUSING 

 CASES 

 

 

Complaint Based Inspections 

Code Compliance Property  

Maintenance and   

Housing Cases 

 

The  V i rg in ia  Un i fo rm Statewide Bu i ld ing  Code 
requ ires  the  repa i r  o f  ex is t ing  s t ruc tures  and 
equ ipment .    

 

Fo l low ing rece ip t  o f  a  compla in t  fo r  exter ior  o r  
in te r io r  i s sue ,  a  c i ty  s ta f f  inspec tor  w i l l  per fo rm 
an inspec t ion  o f  the  s t ruc ture .  Dwel l ings in  the  
Renta l  Inspec t ion  D is t r i c t  w i l l  be  added to  the  
Renta l  Program 

 

I f  v io la t ions  are  found,  the  proper ty  owner  w i l l  be  
prov ided a  copy  o f  the  Hous ing Inspect ion  
Repor t /Not ice  o f  V io la t ion;  the  not ice  may a lso  be  
pos ted on the  proper ty.   The  owner  w i l l  be  
a l lowed reasonab le  t ime to  cor rec t  the  v io la t ions .     

 

 

 

 

 

When necessary ,  the  Proper ty  
Ma intenance/Hous ing Code Inspector  w i l l  take  
bu i ld ing owners  o r  the  respons ib le  par ty  
(manag ing company,  occupant ,  reg is te red agent) ,  
to  Genera l  D is t r ic t  Cour t  fo r  fa i l ing  to  comply  
w i th  the  C i ty ' s  bu i ld ing  maintenance code .  

 

Cour t  ac t ion  can resu l t  in  c r imina l  charges  o f  a  
C lass  4  misdemeanor ,  f ines  up to  $2,500.00 
and/or  ja i l  t ime (Note:  the  cour ts  are  operated by 
the  State  o f  V i rg in ia ,  there fore,  one  can be  
subjec t  to :  add i t iona l  separate fees,  f ines ,  and 
DMV ac t ion) .   

 

Contac t :  434-455-3910 or  fo r  fu l l  in fo rmat ion  City 
Codes Chapter 11 

v is i t :  www. lynchburgva.gov/proper ty-maintenance 
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COMPLAINT  
BASED 

INSPECTIONS: 
 

CODE 
COMPLIANCE,  

NEIGHBORHOOD  
SERVICES 

PROPERTY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZONING   

  

 

Boarding of  Vacant  Property  

 The  fo l low ing requ irements  must  be  adhered to  in  
the  board ing  up o f  vacant  o r  open ly            
access ib le  proper t ies:  A l l  w indows on the  ground 
leve l  must  be  boarded un less  they have  fu l l  g lass  
panes;  a l l  exte r ior  doors  on  the  ground leve l  must  
be  boarded inc lud ing c rawl  space  open ings  un less  
they have  secured non-damaged doors;  any 
w indow’s  on  the  o ther   leve ls  where  the  g lass  is  
broken out  must  be  boarded or  re-g lassed.   

 

H igh Weeds or  Tal l  Grass ,Trash on                        
Pr ivate  Property  

 I t  i s  aga ins t  the  law to  have  grass  o r  weeds  over  
twe lve  (12)  inches  h igh  on pr ivate  proper ty  ( th is  
o rd inance  does  not  app ly  to  t rees  o r  und is turbed 
wood lands) .  A f te r  ten  days ,  the  C i ty  w i l l  s chedule  
the  proper ty  to  be  cut  and the  owner  w i l l  be  b i l led  
by the  hour  a t  a  min imum fee  o f  $250.00 per  lo t .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inoperative Motor Vehicles  

A re  de f ined by C i ty  Code as  any motor  veh ic le ,  
t ra i le r ,  o r  semi- t ra i le r ,  o r  par t  thereof  wh ich  is  
no t  in  operat ing  cond i t ion ,  does  not  d isp lay  va l id  
l i cense  p la tes ,  o r  inspec t ion    deca l  wh ich  has  not  
exp i red  w i th in  s ix ty  (60)  days .   

An inoperat ive motor  veh ic les  can be  a l lowed to   
remain  on  the  proper ty  i f  p laced in  a  fu l ly       
enc losed bu i ld ing  o r  sh ie lded f rom v iew.                          
Contac t :  434-455-3910 or  fo r  fu l l  in fo rmat ion  
v is i t :  www. lynchburgva.gov/ne ighborhood-serv ices  

 

Zoning Requirements for Rentals Three (3) 
unrelated occupants in a dwell ing unit,  Zoning 
distr ict  uses, change of use laws, etc. cal l  434-455-
3915 or vis it-  City Code Chapter 35 
https:// l ibrary.municode.com/va/lynchburg/codes/cod
e_of_ordinances?nodeId=CH35.2ZOOR_ARTIVBAZODI 

 

 

http://www.lynchburgva.gov/neighborhood-services
http://www.lynchburgva.gov/neighborhood-services
http://www.lynchburgva.gov/neighborhood-services
https://library.municode.com/va/lynchburg/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CH35.2ZOOR_ARTIVBAZODI
https://library.municode.com/va/lynchburg/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CH35.2ZOOR_ARTIVBAZODI


Vacant Building Registration Program 
 
On December 13, 2016, City Counci l  approved the 
Vacant Bui ld ing Registrat ion Program (Art ic le IV 
Sect ion 11-191).  The program is designed to protect 
the publ ic ’s  health, safety and welfare.   
 
Vacant bui ld ings can be a source of bl ight, especial ly 
when the owner or party responsible for the bui ld ing 
fai ls  to act ively maintain and manage the bui ld ing to 
ensure it  does not become a l iabi l i ty to the 
neighborhood.   The City invests approximately 
$52,000 annual ly monitor ing vacant and foreclosed 
propert ies. This ordinance shifts a port ion of this 
cost from the taxpayer to the property owner.  
 
On or before July 1 of each year, the owner or 
managing agent, or a duly authorized representat ive 
act ing on behalf  of the owner or managing agent, 
shal l  register with the property maintenance off ic ia l 
on forms developed by the Inspect ions Divis ion, the 
address of any bui ld ings they own or manage which 
have been vacant for a cont inuous period of 12 
months or more and which meet the def in it ion of 
derel ict  bui ld ing  
 
Every person f i l ing a registrat ion forms with the 
bui ld ing maintenance off ic ia l shal l  pay an annual 
registrat ion fee of $100.00 to defray the cost of 
processing the registrat ion.  
 
For purposes of this sect ion, derel ict  bui ld ing shal l  
mean a res ident ia l or nonresident ia l bui ld ing or 
structure, whether or not construct ion has been 
completed, for a cont inuous period in excess of s ix 
moths, it  has been ( i)  vacant, ( i i)  boarded up or 
secured in accordance with the bui ld ing code, and 
( i i i)  not lawful ly connected to e lectr ic  service from a 
service provider and not lawful ly connected to any 
required water or sewer service from a ut i l i ty 
provider.  
 
 
 
Vacant Bui ld ing Registrat ion onl ine form  
https:// lynchburg.seamlessdocs.com/f/ l7B2Bg  
 
Contact: 434-455-3910 or for full information visit: 
http://www.lynchburgva.gov/vacant-building-registration-
program 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

VACANT  
BUILDING 

REGISTRATION  
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For complete information about the Rental Inspection 

Program and Inspection Checklist  please visit:  

www.lynchburgva.gov/rental-program 

Contact: Dana L. Horne, Eds,CZA,PMHI 

Property Maintenance Off ic ial - Rental 

434-455-3922  or 434-455-3910 

dana.horne@lynchburgva.gov 

 

Revised 1/2019  
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